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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claimsi 

Claim 1 (Currently amended): A method of producing a butenedioic acid monoalkyl ester- 
copolymerized acrylic elastomer which contains 0.1-30% by mole of unreacted butenedioic acid 
monoalkyl ester on the basis of carboxyl groups copolymerized in the acrylic elastomer, which 
method comprises: 

determining an amount of butenedioic acid monoalkyl ester that will b e copolymerized in a 
butenedioic acid monoalkyl ester-copolymerized acrylic elastomer; and 

adjusting the amount of unreacted butenedioic acid monoalkyl ester in the acrylic elastomer 
to 0.1 - 30 % by mole on the basis of carboxyl groups copolymerized in the acrylic elastomer to 
improve compression set characteristics of cross-linking product of the acrylic elastomer. 

Claim 2 (Previously presented): A method of producing a butenedioic acid monoalkyl ester- 
copolymerized acrylic elastomer according to Claim 1 , wherein the butenedioic acid monoalkyl ester 
is a monoalkyl maleate. 

-2- 



PAGE4/8'RCVDAT 3/4/2005 10:40:36 AM [Eastern Standard Time]* SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/5* DM29306 1 CSID734 995 1777 ' DURATION (mm-ss):01-54 



MAR 04 2805 10:45 Fft P.KN HRBOR 



73^ 995 1777 TO 917038729306 P . 05/08 



Appl.No. 10/621,133 
Artdt. Dated: March 4, 2005 

Claims 3-5 (Canceled) 

Claim 6 (previously presented): A method of producing a butenedioic acid monoalkyl ester- 
copolymerized acrylic elastomer according to Claim 1 , wherein the acrylic elastomer is a copolymer 
of at least one of alkyl acrylate and alkoxyalkyl acrylate with a butenedioic acid monoalkyl ester. 

Claim 7 (Previously presented): A method of producing a butenedioic acid monoalkyl ester- 
copolymerized acrylic elastomer according to Claim 6, wherein the acrylic elastomer is further 
copolymerized with a vinyl monomer. 
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